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I'HE LOOK AHEAD

Hogle Zoo’s Brew events, a new film festival in Salt
Lake City and sheepdog trials at Soldier Hollow

Journalists from across The Tribune newsroom offer a look at
events and happenings of interest for the week of May 19-25:

Beer and animals, May 22 » Utuh's Hogle
s holding its first Zoo ent of the
cason on W Ty, from 6:30 10 9:30 p.m.
at the zoo, E. Sunnyside Ave, Salt Lake
City. Beer lovers (yes. the event is for people
21and olden) can sip a cold one while viewing
animals after hours in the acre Wild
Uty it Individual tickets to Zoo Brew
vou can skip the line for drink

and purch:
m kets for $3795.
#0 to hoglezoo.org.

admission plus two drink
‘or information and tickets,

A new film festival for Utah, May 23-26 »
The first Cauldron International Film Festi-
val is launching Thursday through next Sunda
M in the suditorium of the Salt Lake
nain branch, 210 E. 400 South.

y. The event promises to feature “un-
orthodox film narratives, rogue documentaries,

avant-garde cinema, video mashups, abstract
video art, genre-bending storytellin,
cording to the event’s website. Thursday’s
ture screening starts at 7 p.m.
scheduled for 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Fri
urday, and 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday. Before
each feature or short-film program, there will
bea screening selection” of experimen-
tal media art playing on the screen while peo-
ple et seated. Admission is free.

Watch the sheepdogs work, May 24-27 »
The Soldier Hollow Classic Sheepdog Cham-
pionship & Festival, in its 20th year, is one of

the most fascinating competitions you'll ever
see. It's a contest in which sheepdogs can best
navigate a flock of sheep to move up and down
ahillside and ultimately into a corral, with anly
minimal commands from the dog’s human.
The event, held Friday through Memorial Day
at the Soldier Hollow Nordic Center, 2002 Sol-
dier Hollow Lane in Midway, also includes ac-
tivities for kids, sponsor booths, food and drink
wvendors, and a Bohemian beer garden. Events
run from 8 am. to 5 p.m. all four days. Tickets
are available at UtahOlympic] lq;n‘_\'. Org.

Visit sitrib.com for coverage of the biggest sto-
ries every day.

Utah's water system poses a unique but

avoidable risk

What an E. Coli outbreak
can tell us about our state’s

.\('('()Il(l:ll‘) water systems.
ast July, there was an E. coli outbreak in
Utah
I don’t know about you, but E.coliis
s that 1 tend to gl
mntioned in the
f the story are so familiar
S some lettuce or some restau

one of those th
news

rantat the center of an outbreak, some people
: he health autheifies intervenc, and
predictable.

k to normal. It just
ist week, the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention released o report about the
Utah outhy 1 their
Morbidity and Mortal
ity Weekly Report — a
roundup of interesting,
but bad health things
happening in the U.S
Much of what we learned
about COVID outhreaks
came in the MMWR, for
example
This report fell out
side of the usual story on
E. coli. Instead of end-
ing in a neatly tied-up
bow, this report points to
some ongoing risks that 1
think alot of Utahns will

ANDY
LARSEN

want to know about

In particular: Utaly’s unique water supply
system provides a bit of a danger. Let me ex
plain

What happened in Utah

Last summer, between July 22-27, six kids in
Lehi tested positive for E. coli. That's unusual,
obviously, so they tested the E. coli strains the
children had, and found they were exactly the
same. In other words, their disease was com-
ing from the same source.

But as Utah Department of Health experts
interviewed the kids® parents, there wasn't
much in common among the kids. They hadn’t

eaten at the same resta
xh. same meals. The only thing in common
that they had was they had all plaved outside

Still. that's what health officials had to go on.
So they tested water samples from where the
kids had play backyards and parks in pat
ticular. At five of those sites, they found E. coli

Then, they tested two of Lehi's water reser-
woirs and found E. coli at one of them.

The Utath County Health Department issued
anews release about the outbreak on Aug. 4
Lehi sent out a release on Aug. 19 affirming E
cali had been found. Officials also mailed a no-
On Aug. 31, the fi
was detected.

3 kids were diagnosed with E. coli
o hun The children were between 1 and
15 years old. The average age was 4. F
them had played with hose water from Lehi,
five with inflatable lawn water toys and water
les. Two remembered drinking the water

from the hose, one just ran through sprinklers.

Seven of them were hospitalized. and two of
them had “hemolytic uremic syndrome,” which
results in smaller blood vessels in children, a
change in color in skin tone, and. frequent-
ly. kidney failure. It’s something that happens
relatively often in kids, especially, who are in-
fected with E. coli

FRANCISCO KIOLSETH

Mnklenmnmmhhmdﬁmmmmm
times on Monday aftemcon, July 19, 2021, near the University of Utah campus.

with o

y water sy

Among the cities with secondary water are West Jordan, South Jordan, Riverton, Herriman,
Bluffdale, Alpine, Lehi, Pleasant Grove, American Fork, Springville, Spanish Fork, Payson,

Grantsville, Stansbury, Park City, Midway, Bountiful, Farmington,

Roy, North Ogden, and many more.

But that’s not all: While there were 13 con
firmed cases, experts estimate that there are
26.1 undiagnosed cases of E. coli infection in
people for every one diagnosed. So we can es-
timate that there were about 340 people, likely
mostly children, who got sick last summer due
to E. coli in Lehi

Secondary water systems

So what allowed this to happen? Well, Lehi,
like a Jot of Utah cities, has a two-pronged wa-
tering system. Within homes, the “primary”
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drinking water system is used — the water
that gets sent through treatment plans to make
safee for human consumption. And for outdoors,
“secondary” water is used. That's, as the CDC
calls it, “untreated, pressurized, municipal ir-
rigation water” — water that flows down from
the mountains, hangs out in reservoirs, and
then gets sent to backyards. It’s clear that the
E. coli traveled through this latter system.

1 spent most of my adolescence in Riverton,
which has this two-pronged system. I'l be hon-
est, lt}umthuumnpmtvuhqmmxsm»

up, at least in the suburbs.

Advertising
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But it turns out that these secondary wa-
ter systems in which the water is untreat-
ed but still delivered to homes are extreme-
ly uncommon outside of Utah. It’s common
for farms and the like nationwide, but the fact
that Utah municipalities are sending untreat-
ed water to residential suburb homes, even to
be used in the outdoors, was a surprise to many
at the CDC. It just doesn't happen in most oth-

er places.

While it’s unusual outside of Utah, I have
to say — most of the time, secondary water
seems to me to be
at least in my opi:
used in residential areas is outsi
lawns green, not treating that s
a lot of money, time, and effort for cities. It
saves tens of millions in water treatment
costs. And it makes sense for these suburbs
that were so recently mostly agricultural to
simply convert those irrigation systems to
lawn-watering systems.

What should we do?

But every once in a while, an outbreak like
this is going to happen as a result. UDOH offi-
cials couldn't pinpoint how many of these had
happened before, but indicated that this mech-
anism would explain multiple untraceable past
outbreaks in Utah.

E. coli outbreaks usually happen due to, sell
poop. Tofigure out where the E. coli came from,
UDOH tested the backyards, parks, and reser-
woirs in Lehi for traces of different kinds of fe-
ces — avian, ruminant (cows, sheep, deer, etc),
and human.

Could you perhaps separate the excrement
mnulmlmlcd by E. coli away from the water
sources? Unfunumnh the pLu\\ that tested
positive for E. coli mostly tested neg tive for fe-
ces — with one memn They all tested pos-
itive for bird po

That's (hc most difficult one to avoid, of
course. Birds, nonstop, are flying over all man-
ner of things and pooping in or on them. If a
bird picks up an E. coli infection, well, it's easy
to imagine how that can spread across hun-

tions to municipalities with secondary water.
One logical one: covering secondary water res-
ervoirs to make it more difficult for bird waste
to end up in them.

Their biggest focus, though, was just about

ing sure the public knows that secondary
water is not wholly safe when people, and es-
pecially kids, are involved They recommend-
d more prominent labeling of secondary water
systems at puhh. sites, distributing mnsmc-
uous signage for homeowners to use in their
yards, and color coding spigots.

In 2022, the Utah Legislature passed a law
n-qumng that all secondary water systems

be metered by 2030. 1 wonder if a similar law
could pass next session to implement some of
these recommendations.

I'think doing so would be especially import-
ant mm)‘izhs pq:u]mm growth. We'mﬂ
ing tens of
out of state — and especially mlthx"l'heml
majority of them will not have encountered
secondary water systems before.

That doesn’t mean that we should get rid of
secondary water in communities. But it does
mean a good ol’ public information campaign
isin order to avoid hundreds of kids getting sick
on aregular basis in their own backyards.

hﬂy Larsen is Thc Tribune’s data columnist.
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